ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE IOSCO COUNTY MICHIGAN

VETERANS’ RECOGNITION PLAZA MEMORIAL

AND INTERNET HONOR ROLL

Project Leadership: Several years ago when planning for a new Town Hall Tawas City in Iosco County Michigan included space in their plan for a countywide Iosco Veterans Recognition Plaza. Land was purchased and the City Hall was completed in early 2009. The surrounding area was developed for a parking lot and the Veterans’ Recognition Plaza. The area was developed including parking, sidewalks, a river walk, electricity, lighting, water, trees, and a landscaped area reserved for the Veterans’ Recognition Plaza.

Also, Tawas City has taken the leadership roll by establishing a committee with members from various parts of the county to plan and implement the project. Currently, Tawas City in its leadership roll has invested about $500,000 in the Veterans project for property, land development, project planning and a partial list of veterans’ names. Additional funding will be solicited from other Iosco County towns, townships, organizations, business and individuals. 

The remaining parts of this project is planned to be publicly funded, except for the optional “public input” of photographs, written items, videos & audio about a specific veteran. This fee is $15.00 per item and is designed to support the web site indefinitely.

This project is still in the planning stage. It is hoped additional ideas from the public will be submitted, to improve the project, and help make it a worthy recognition of our county veterans.

Definition of a Veteran: A veteran is a person who has served any length of time in the armed forces and has an honorable discharge. However, those suffering from PTSD with a dishonorable discharge will be considerer for this project.
A common misconception is that a person had to have either been in combat and/or retired from active duty to be called a veteran. Because of this widely held misconception some persons especially women have sometimes not participated in veterans groups or received benefits despite their military service.
Definition of a Wartime Veteran from Iosco County: A military veteran as described above, who can show his hometown was in Iosco County at the original time of being drafted or enlisted.

Obtaining List Of Veteran’s Names: The best estimate was that there are about 5.000 Iosco County veterans from the Civil War to date.  Names of veterans for this project are being implemented using various sources in four phases:

· Iosco County War Veterans from the Civil War through the Viet Nam War.

· Iosco County War Veterans after the Vietnam War through the end of the Afghanistan & the Iraqi Wars.

· Iosco County Peacetime Veterans who served between the wars. 

· Guest Veterans are currently under consideration for inclusion. These are veterans who do not meet the above requirements and for one reason or another desire to be listed. They may have spent part of their lives in Iosco County or lived just outside of Iosco County, and over the years were closely associated with friends, schools and businesses within an Iosco County community. 

Not withstanding the above-implemented phases, any veterans not yet on the temporary list (Explained in the next paragraph) that submits their records will be immediately added to the working database and the web site Honor Roll. Verification and addition to the Memorial will take longer.

The Temporary List of Names.  Since official military records are sealed for 70 years, or until the veteran’s death, it was determined the quickest way to obtain the most complete list of names was to acquire as many names as possible from public records. And request the missing names from the public and the veteran’s organizations. It was estimated that about 90% of the veteran’s names could be found in the public records. As of this date it seems to be true.

The first temporary list of about 3,350 war veterans from the Civil War though the Vietnam War, including about 100 who died in the service, was derived from researching about 20,000 public records. About 15,000 of the records were useable and recorded in the working database. The other 5,000 records were duplicates of previous seen records or contained no needed data and were not kept. Public records used were from cemeteries, censuses, churches, funerals, histories (county, township, town & family histories), land and chattel, law, maps, military, newspapers, schools, taxes, and vital records (birth, marriage, divorce, death & probate).

The resources used for researching these records were: (1) The 1.5 million names indexed in the Huron Shores Genealogical Society’s computer system; (2) Other newspapers and books that had not been indexed and are located in the local newspaper offices, museums and libraries; and (3) data submitted by veterans.

Working Database. A computerized working database was established to record the data from public records as well as the veteran’s military records. The working database is an in-house tool and is not open to the public. The database is updated continuously and is designed to last indefinitely and supports: (1) The Veteran’s Honor Roll website (www.IoscoVets.org), (2) The proposed name locater keypad/console in the Veterans Recognition Plaza; and (3) As an archival record of the research accomplished.

Only references containing data that contributes to the determination of the veteran’s residence, wartime service, and the veteran’s proper name is recorded in the database. Most of the time only 3-5 public records are needed to make a temporary determination. However, in cases where a person uses various given names such as initials only, nicknames, and the reversal of the 1st and 2nd given names, as many as 15-30 records may be needed to make a determination. The temporary determination made by the original researchers using mostly circumstantial data when preparing the working database is used for the web site, but will be verified later before adding the names to the memorial.

The Veterans Verification Process. The Verification Team consists of three members from the Iosco County Veterans’ Recognition Plaza Committee. They determine if the public records contain in the working database are adequate to establish the veteran’s Iosco county residence when entering the military, they served during wartime, and has the proper name spelling. If not, the team seeks out the veteran’s military or personal records for confirmation. Prior to the verification all names on the Honor Roll website are considered unverified.

The verification process can take a long time especially when it requires personal contact with the veteran, their surrogate, or the military to obtain additional needed records. The complete verification process is expected to take several years to complete. Generally, veterans of the most recent wars are being verified first. During this time both unverified and verified names will appear on the Honor Roll web site, but only verified names will appear on the memorial.

When a veteran’s service is verified the memorial location is assigned the next higher number and added to the database and web site Honor Roll. The veteran’s assigned location on the physical memorial will be indicated as, eg #05-160 (Meaning Memorial Number #05 and Line Number 160). Plans are for about 20 separate memorials in the Recognition Plaza, each containing about two hundred and twenty names.

A veteran’s name on the Veterans Recognition Plaza Memorial is located by entering the name in a keypad and the Memorial Number and Line Number is shown on a monitor. A veteran’s name is shown alphabetically on the web site’s Honor Roll.
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